PRESIDENTIAL MEMBERSHIP CONFERENCE 11-13/07/08

Chairman, PDG Len Goodman: Opening Session, Friday 11

“THIS ONE’S FOR YOU” 

YOU’RE HERE!  On line registrations, emails and phone calls metamorphise right before our eyes - and turn into Real Rotarians - and what was that we said?  “Real Rotarians Make Dreams Real”!
On behalf of the Organising Committee, you are indeed very welcome. Enjoy our weather!  “Remember - cheerful people get sick far less than miserable people - it’s the surly bird that catches the GERM!!” 

You come from all over this vast land of ours - traveling distances that would cross many nations elsewhere.

I’ve watched the registrations flowing in from Club Members; from Club Presidents; District Officers, from Past, Present and Future Officers of Rotary International and from Past Director Ron and Vicki, current Director and Convenor John and Janet and from our RI President DK and Young Ja.

Because this really is for YOU!   Between us we are part of history - we are the here present - and, we come to plan the future.

We all wear different badges, we have varying levels of responsibility - but do you know what?   At this Presidential Membership Conference we are all in this together - as Rotarians!  And we are all fully paid up participants!

As President DK wrote in appointing me Chairman, “The Conference must be targeted, planned and committed to local Rotary Clubs and Rotarians”.

I challenge you, as you walk through the door tomorrow morning (on time and ready for the 0830 start!) - to put aside gubernatorial or designated rank - using the imaginary safe deposit box at the door - and come with a determination to stretch your boundaries, distil the wisdom and tough challenges of our speakers - and focus squarely on the future.  Anyway - most of you have changed roles since we started planning the PMC!

A steadier for me has always been:

“Isn’t it strange, that Princes and Kings

And clowns that caper in sawdust rings

And common folks like you and me

Are builders of eternity?

Each is given a bag of tools

A shapeless mass and a book of rules

And each must make ‘ere life has flown

A stumbling block or a stepping stone”

In other words - wherever, whoever we are - we are here with a common goal - more Rotarians!

I said this PMC is history making - it is!  Rotary has not had an all embracing National Conference in this country.

Our theme, “Rotary 2020: The Next Generation”, is more than a gimmick - it captures a growing mood around the nation that we alone need and must become contributors to building our own destiny.

It projects us into a future not too far - only 11 ½ years.

TOO FAR for some of us - a mere tomorrow for others.

Consider for a moment - today’s switched on 25 year old will be pushing 40 by 2020!

Our speakers will tell us as it is and hopefully, shake any sense of being comfortable or complacent with our Rotary lot, in our Rotary club - undoubtedly the best in Australia!

And well may you ask “What’s in it for me?”

You’ve answered your own question by being here!

Now its over to you to make the most of every minute - especially the 4 hours of workshop and discussion time.

Please maximise on your investment of time and money - we reckon the PMC is a blue chip investment.  The alternative was to stay at home, let others decide our future - and complain if they get it wrong! 

In the July RDU I posed the question “will Rotary 12 years hence differ from our recollections of 12 years ago?!

Where were you 12 years ago in 1996?  I know where DK was - having just capped a great year as DG - and fresh from winning President Herb Brown’s “Calgary Challenge” for membership and chartering 32 new clubs in his Korean District and adding 1780 new members

I remember it well - why?  Because we both served in that 1995/96 year!   And so did some of our Classmates here as Sergeants.

STAND AND BE RECOGNISED you ‘Impossible Dreamers’!

(You surely can’t begrudge me that little big of nostalgia!)

Reality check: 12 years ago I got questioned for having a new fangled mobile phone to be accessible to all clubs at all times! And - wonder of wonders - all clubs were on fax - and emails was only a passing fad and I introduced an embryonic website that would have us rolling in laughter today!!

We’ve organised this entire conference by web and email!!

Were you one of the 1996 skeptics about the future?

Think of that now as we must project our thinking through the years to 2020 - recognising that we must never let go of Rotary’s ideals, values and ethics - but we must change to meet new challenges and embrace new members.

For me - it came down to being serious about inter-generational change - rather than any age differences or Gen Y’s or X’s.  Change - Rotary has over 10 years; yes - for me change is evolutionary - never just a big bang.

We were all ready to change the worlds from our generation - and so it will be looking back from 2020.  The difference is that a faster world - and getting faster.

All grist to the Conference Workshop mill.

The Program runs like this:

Saturday from 0830 to 1730.  Inspirational input; workshops; discussions groups.  It’s a tight Program to make your trip worthwhile!

Speaking of Programs - the Printer has let us down and we do not have the painstakingly prepared copies with the signed letter testimonials and welcomes from the Governor General, Prime Minister, Leader of the Opposition and Chief Minister of the ACT - together with photos and profiles of key Rotarians and keynote speakers!!  We do have a photocopy version of the actual Program schedule, courtesy of friends at Burgmann College at the Australian National University - my grateful thanks to them.

Chief Sgt Mick and his team

· attention to music please!

1930 for 2000: Dinner with RI President DK as Keynote speaker

SUNDAY from 0830 - midday - then the FINALE

An ascending level of Music will summon us all to sessions!!

0830: Multi Faith and Intercultural observance is for us all

An integral part of the conference respecting everyone’s beliefs within Rotary’s global embrace - a test of our tolerance and welcoming all into our fellowship - especially beckoning to the wonderfully diverse range of ethnic groupings in our Australian Multi-cultural society.

My Rotary friends - your organising Committee, in association with our three Regional RI Membership Coordinators, have done all we can to encourage you to come - and to set the scene for you.  All our work counts for nothing compared to your role now that you are here.  It is entirely over to you - nearly 500 Registrants and 80 Partners to ‘Build Australia’s New Model for Rotary’ to “Make Dreams Real” - and grow our membership - without which we cannot sustain or expand our service projects and programs.

“Rotary 2020: The Next Generation” must stretch our minds and our will.  We cannot afford to succumb to any temptation about failure!   

“The person who says it can’t be done - the chances are they’ll rue it

For some fool that doesn’t know - will come along and do it!”

Let’s all be fools together - because we know that “Real Rotarians Make Dreams Real”!! 
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