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Good afternoon everyone, 

 

 

It is a pleasure to be here in Canberra, Australia today.  I thank you for inviting me to speak and for your patience with me as I practice my English on all of you.  
 

Since I was nominated President of Rotary International, now well over a year ago, I have had the opportunity to travel and speak in many different rotary countries.  Every place I have been I have learnt something new.  Every place is interesting and every place is different.  But one thing is the same, in every club and every district that I visit.  All over the world Rotary means hope.  It means health and literacy.  It means honesty and fellowship.  It means the courage to make things better.  All over the world there are people whose lives are different, whose lives have been touched and transformed because of Rotary.  Every Rotarian is important. Every one is necessary.  Every one of us has a job to do and lives depend on us all.
 

There is so much that each of us can do as Rotarians.  All of us have been in Rotary long enough to know and understand Rotary’s power. Alone we might be able to help individuals here and there, to make small changes, to help in small ways.  Together our abilities are stronger. Together we really can make a lasting difference on a global scale and that is what we hope to achieve in this coming Rotary year.
 

Year 2008/09 will be the Rotary year that all of us will come together to Make Dreams Real for the world’s children by reducing the global rate of child mortality.  I know that it is possible.  I know it can happen.   But none of us can do it alone.  If we work together we can make a difference for generations.  We can and we will. We’ll Make Dreams Real by giving children hope and a chance at a future. We’ll Make Dreams Real by bringing clean water to their communities and by this I mean not only safe water to drink but the sanitation projects that keep children healthy.  We’ll be as proud of building public toilets as we are of supplying drinking water because by improving sanitation we prevent water from becoming contaminated and we avoid so many needless deaths.  We’ll Make Dreams Rea by giving children the chance at health through improving their environments and their access to care.  We’ll Make Dreams Rea by making sure that more children have a chance to go to school.  It will be only through education that the deadly cycle of poverty can be broken.  We’ll Make Dreams Rea by meeting the terms of the Gates Foundation challenge grant and raising 100 million US dollars in the next three years to finally eradicate polio. And we’ll Make Dreams Rea by bringing new members into our club. 

 

Every Rotarian that we bring into our clubs helps to Make Dreams Rea.  Every single one is another pair of hands and another mind and another heart to do Rotary’s work.  We cannot forget this even for a moment if we are to achieve our goal.  To ensure that our clubs are strong we must expand the way we think about membership.  It is natural to want to invite people into our clubs who are like ourselves.   We want the people in our clubs to be our friends.  It is easiest to become friends with people with whom we have a great deal in common so we are more inclined to invite people who are of the same age, the same background and perhaps even the same profession. This is not the way to a strong and vibrant Rotary club.
 

When we talk about the ‘Family of Rotary’ we understand that Rotary needs to build a younger generation to take over for the old.  If we do not bring in younger members, we’ll miss out on a great deal of energy and expertise.   We’ll not be training a new generation of members to become club presidents, district governors and senior RI leaders in the years to come.  All of us must understand that the strongest Rotary is one that is diverse.  It has members of different ages, both man and women.  It has members of many different vocations and professions.  It has members with different skills and talents.  A Rotary club composed of members who are all the same age and all work in the same few fields is one that is limited.  It is less able to conduct ambitious projects and has a narrower range of resources on which to draw. 
 

In the coming Rotary year I will ask Rotarians everywhere to meet ambitious membership goals.  I will ask for a net increase in membership of 10% per district as well as two new clubs.  I also ask each of you to encourage Rotarians in your clubs to expand where they look for new members.   There are many qualified professionals who may simply be overlooked because their professions are not typical for Rotary members.  If we hope to Make Dreams Real for the world’s children in this year and in all years to come, we must build a new generation of Rotarians to continue our work.  With a strong, vibrant membership we’ll help children in our own communities and around the world.  We’ll do it by addressing issues in water, health, hunger and literacy.  We’ll do it bringing all the world’s children future safe from polio. 

 

Our job is to Make Dreams Real.   We’ll turn those dreams of a safe and happy childhood, a childhood that becomes a long and healthy life into a reality because all of the world’s children are our children.  Our job is simple one.  It is saving lives with our hearts and our minds and our souls.
 

If in 2008/09 every one of us does this job well, at the end of our year we’ll have achieved something wonderful.
 

Thank you.
