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Saturday, July 12, 2008

Young people will not join boring Rotary Clubs

More than 500 Rotarians were given the “brutally honest” truth about themselves at a special conference on the future of the organisation at Canberra’s Rydges Lakeside hotel yesterday (Saturday).

While speakers such as former Young Australian of the Year Hugh Evans spoke of the inspiration he had gained during his years as CEO of the Oak Tree Foundation, Rotary International’s worldwide membership committee chairman, Ron Beaubien, delivered a sobering message.

“Young people will not join boring Rotary clubs,” he said.

“Jaycees, Lions, Rotary and so many other service organisations around the world are having the same problems we’re having.

“We are all made up of people who have no more time, no more money and no more energy to give, and yet we still need to find those people who are looking for an opportunity to serve.

“But if we do not change the way we have always done things, those young people will not join us.”

Evans called on Rotary Clubs to recognize the importance of grasping the nettle of a high-tech modern economy embracing the education revolution.

He advocated partnering “ young, rich nerds with wise investors”.

“Yahoo, YouTube, My Space and FaceBook and my favourite, Ninetendo, all came out of such a partnership in Silicon Valley in the USA.

“Australia needs to be an innovation hub. We need to lure 200 research innovators to one Austrlaian university. Such a university needs to offer the incentives to such a group to secure or develop an intellectual property market that would guarantee the future of the institution and this country.

“Let’s face it, a poke on FaceBook is nowhere near as good as a poke in real life.”
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