PMC - THE PLACE TO BE:  CANBERRA, 11-13 JULY 2008
Summits and think tanks are the flavour of the month right now.

Where to Australia 2020?  From the Federal Government’s “2020 Summit” to our own “Rotary 2020: The Next Generation”- the central focus is the same {but ours more important!}  The challenge to pool our experiences, our corporate knowledge and our vision to fast forward into the world of tomorrow’s potential Rotarians - “The Next Generation”. 

If not us - then who will plan to make sure OUR ROTARY builds on past and present successes to create the momentum - “Going Forward with a New Model for Rotary”.

RI President 2008-09, Dong Kurn Lee from South Korea has handed us a one off opportunity - right at the start of his and our Rotary New Year.  DK puts it on the line: “The Conference must be targeted, planned and communicated to local Rotary Clubs and Rotarians” - to join with District officers in mapping out our future.  DG’s. DGE’s, DGN’s and Membership Chairman have all been invited.
That’s fine BUT - this one is for YOU.  We cannot just leave it to them - your ideas could be the key to success!

We have written to all Clubs via email through DG’s - inviting sponsorship of Club Membership Directors - and members.

Is the PMC a Membership Training seminar?  NO - there will be pre and post sessions for trainers.  The PMC is an ideas Summit, supported by hard hitting insights into “Australian Society: Where to now?”, world and local Trends; “Volunteering 21st Century”; “Rotary’s Image; The Big Branding Challenge”.

Will “The Next Generation” want to be Rotarians?  How do they perceive us - how do we excite their involvement?  Do we want them to take the baton to continue and grow the ‘Service Ethic’ we have built?  It won’t “just happen by osmosis” - we either want Rotary to prosper or accept the current forecast that Service Clubs per se will steadily decline!  
I don’t want all my Rotary efforts to become a mere dusty memorial - Do You? Nor can we let down vulnerable people who depend on Rotary for humanitarian services - or put at risk our iconic GSE or Scholarships educational programs! What about sponsoring Club recipient Alumni to the PMC - they are our future!    
RIPE “DK” Lee is picking up RIP Wilf Wilkinson’s baton in this Olympic year - but with a major difference for Australia. “DK” will sit down with us, hear us and talk with us at this the first truly Australian Conference for all Rotarians.  With him will be our own RIDE John Lawrence, starting his two year Director’s term and PRID Ron Beaubien, Chair RI Membership and Retention Committee.  Otherwise the key note speakers will be mainly notable non Rotary Aussies.
Come to Canberra and help make history.  More important - help turn our “living history” into a platform for the future.

Sure it costs - time and money.  But what an investment!  I call on Clubs to sponsor your Membership Director and Districts their Membership Chair.  They’ll get double value by also joining in the pre and post membership Ssssions - how to convert good ideas into action!

Maximise your time in Canberra by checking out local attractions on the web.  Check flight deals, set up car pools, “ride or walk for charity!”.

PMC or bust – we need YOU.

Don’t let “them others” decide our future!

“REAL ROTARIANS MAKE DREAMS REAL”.

Len Goodman lgoodman@ozemail.com.au 
Rotary Club of Canberra City - your Host Club

PDG D9710 - your Host District
Go to the PMC web page: www.rotarydownunder.org - “Presidential Membership Conferences - Canberra” for registrations, where to stay, inc ‘home stay with a Rotarian’ and local attractions.  Check the Program and Speakers  
