Presidential Membership Conference, Canberra 11-13 July 2008

     “Have Your Say” Session

Nick Pelham 
· nearly 4 years in Melbourne now 
· Work for the State Government - Senior Exec role 

· Member of the Rotary Club of Melbourne 
Inspired after meeting the 2000-01 RI president at the world conference (Frank Devlin), I started wondering how I could become the RI president (Frank joined Rotary at the same age as me, which I think where the similarities end): 

· I've been a member of 3 Rotary clubs (Cairns, Canberra City, Melbourne) 

· It appears, as a young Rotarian, that to progress to the Wuthering Heights of Rotary, a prerequisite is to become a Club President. I question if this is really necessary. 

· When Rotarians transfer, I think we could strengthen the ways in which we keep that member in Rotary (I basically took 12 mths off when I moved to Melbourne before finding an new club). Maybe the departing club could be incentivised to ensure the departing member is put in touch with a new club and does not 'drift' from Rotary - it would be better to keep the person in Rotary than lose them (may be the departing club is given additional membership attendance exception or something like that as a motivation?)

In 2020, I will have been in Rotary for 21 years! Keen to help where I can.
